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fall due. Furthermore, I will arrange that all the cattle
landed during the year shall be shipped in your name, so
that you can control the sale of them.3
I did not hesitate to tell him that I could not entertain
the idea for a single moment. He tried to persuade me, but
seeing that I was immovable he left me, saying he hoped we
should meet again soon.
Had I been wise I should have dropped his acquaintance,
for he was trying to dupe me; but considering that a mere
visit of ceremony could not compromise me, I went to see
him the following evening.
He tried once more to induce me to back the three bills,
and I was about to take my leave disgusted, when he begged
to be allowed to present me to his mother and sister.
The mother was an ingenuous and respectable-looking
person, but the daughter was a perfect beauty. I was dazzled,
and in half an hour completely captivated; her candour,
her ingenuousness, her noble sentiments, her vivacity, all
helped to make me her slave, for the union of beauty, in-
telligence, and innocence has always swayed me.
Mademoiselle C. C. never went out without her mother.
She only read the books her father chose for her, and
among them were no romances. She knew nothing of Ye*
netian society, for they received no one at their house. She
questioned me closely about the places I had been to, and the
people I had met. It was a pleasure to me to answer, but I
paid her no compliments. I did not tell her she was beautiful,
or that she interested me, for I had lied so often on these
points to others that I wished to treat her differently.
I left the house in a sad and thoughtful mood, almost
prepared not to enter it again; for I knew, alas! that I was
not made for the chains of matrimony, though I knew that
she would make me as happy as any wife could possibly do.
I met her brother a few days after, and he told me that his
sister did nothing but talk about me, that she seemed to
remember every word I had said, and that his mother was
delighted to have made my acquaintance.